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What Were the Aims of Mussolini’s Fascist Government? 


In the political and social doctrine “The Ideology of Twentieth Century” the fascist leader Benito 
Mussolini expresses his view about the aims of the Fascist government with impressive but indirect 
way: “The Fascist State express the will to exercise power and command. Here the Roman tradition 
is embodied in a conception of strength. Imperial power, as understood by the fascist doctrine, is not 
only territorial, or military, or commercial; it is also spiritual and ethical. An imperial nation, that is 
to say, a nation which directly or indirectly is the leader of others, can exist without the need of 
conquering a single mile of territory...” (Griffin, 1998, p. 256). It is very difficult to define clearly 
what were the exact aims of the Mussolini’s fascist government, and it is difficult to speak about all 
these aims in one paper, but based on the Mussolini’s thought where we examine in the sources and 
historical facts we should argue that the substantial aims of the Fascist government were to establish 
common imperialistic thought which would ensure the militaristic, popularly supported, centralized, 
and internationally recognized Hegemon State. In order to fulfil these objectives, the Fascist state 


implemented complex internal and external strategy which we will examine below. 


Both, during the first years of the fascist revolution, and authority period of Fascist government, 


militarism was the one of the main instruments which Mussolini aimed to implement it. 


One of the famous historians, Mikel Mann (2004) in his book “Fascists” brought interesting points 
about the Fascist militarism. According to Mann in order to establish militarist atmosphere, during the 
revolution period, Fascists used young generation who were basically university students (2004). The 
point sounds logical. To manipulate young generation, and to direct them toward violent actions was 
the one of the core aims of the Fascist ideology who was targeting to construct a warrior nation. From 
this perspective, Mussolini’s words should be relevant evidence for this argument. “Fascism carries 
its anti-pacifistic attitude into the life of the individual. ‘I don't care a damn’, (me ne forego) - the 
proud motto of the fighting squads scrawled by a wounded man on his bandages, in not only an act of 
philosophic stoicism, it sums up a doctrine which is no merely political: it is evidence of fighting spirit 
which aspects all risks. It signifies a new style of Italian life...” (Griffin, 1998, p. 250). From the 
words, we see that how the Mussolini’s Fascist government introduce new the style of Italian life 
which takes its source from savage actions. This strategy successfully implemented, because as 
Aristotle said “in the natural position we are all political animals” and if we consider that these young 


students are more near to natural position than others, we can say Mussolini reached his aim. 
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In the other article “What is Fascism” Mussolini tries to justify Fascist activity with comparing it 
living faith. “...If every age has its own characteristic doctrine, there are a thousand signs which point 
to Fascism as the characteristic doctrine of our time. For if a doctrine must be a living thing, this is 
proved by the fact that Fascism has created a living faith; and that this faith is very powerful in the 
minds of men is demonstrated by those who have suffered and died for it” (Mussolini, 1932). Again, 
in this source Mussolini links the Fascist ideology with the activities of the people who are fighting 


for this aim or demonstrating their thoughts with aggressive way. 


Furthermore, at the deep stage of Fascist movement, Mussolini’s aim is not only to establish 
militaristic thought but also his target was to gain strong popular support which would ensure the 


future imperialist objectives. 


As Mussolini says: “Fascism desires the state to be strong and organic, based on broad foundations 
of popular support...” (Griffin, 1998, p. 256). To gain popular support require ideological justification 
which Fascists did it via different ways. A neo-idealist philosopher Giovanni Gentile, later known as 
the Fascist philosopher in his essay “Fascism as a Total Conception of Life” described the Fascism as 
the important part of Italian identity. “Gentlemen, Fascism is a party, a political doctrine. But Fascism 
[...] while being a party, a political doctrine, is above all a total conception of life. Like Catholic, if 
he is Catholic, invests with his religious feelings the whole of his life [...] so the Fascist, whether he 
is writing in the newspaper or reading them, going about his private life [...] must always remember 
he is Fascist...” (Griffin, 2009, p.54). In this source philosopher, Giovanni compares the Fascism with 
the religion and tries to introduce Fascist ideology as the Italian identity. This is one of the powerful 
tactics of the Mussolini’s Fascist government. The aim is to make people believe that Fascism is not 
something that you can choose it. Like your religion, Fascism is inside of your soul, and in this world, 


your mission is to be Fascist. 


Additionally, it is clear that to gain the strong popular support you need more Fascists. Meantime, 
from this perspective, it should be informative if we analyse Mussolini's ideas which he expressed one 
of his speeches on 26 May 1927. Later historians named this speech as the “The Strength in Numbers.” 
“A nation does not exist as a history and a territory, but also as a mass of human beings who reproduce 
from generation to generation. Sixty million Italians will have the numbers and strength to make an 
impact on the history of the world” (Griffin, 2009, p. 59). Mussolini supported Fascist families. During 


the authority years of Fascist government, he made lots of domestic policies which were related to 
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Fascist families and of course, on the other hand, his aim was to increase the number of population 


for the future imperialist purposes. 


Meanwhile, the Fascist government targeted to gain popular support, the main idea was to establish 


centralized mechanism from where Mussolini could able to manage the whole population. 


“The key-stone of the Fascist doctrine is its conception of the state, of its essence, its functions and 
its aims... The Fascist state is wide awake and has a will of its own. For this reason, it can be described 
as an 'ethical'...” (Griffin, 1998, p. 254). Mussolini understood that to justify activities of Fascist State 
is not easy and for this, he needs strong evidence. In his doctrine, Mussolini said: “Granted that the 
nineteenth century was the century of socialism, liberalism, democracy, this not mean that the 
twentieth century must also be the century of socialism, liberalism, democracy. Political doctrines 
pass: nations remain. We are free to believe that this is the century of authority, a century tending to 
the 'right’, a Fascist century. If the nineteenth century was the century of individual (liberalism implies 
individualism) we are free to believe that this is the 'collective' century, and therefore, century of the 
State” (Griffin, 1998, p. 254). The source shows us that Mussolini approaches the other ideologies 
very carefully. When they express their view he and also other fascist philosophers do not completely 


deny socialism, liberalism, and democracy. 


Moreover, it is no wonder that in some cases, Fascists tries to find a connection between Fascism 
and other regimes. “‘... But if democracy be understood as the meaning a regime in which the masses 
are not driven back to the margin of the State, then the writer of these pages has already defined 
Fascism as an organized, centralized, authoritarian democracy” (Griffin, 1998, p. 252). Thus, in order 
to reach their aims Mussolini’s Fascist government, in most cases, tries to introduce their ideology 


and activity as the need of the present day. 


Therefore, for gaining additional support and maintaining centralized State, under the dictatorship 
of Mussolini, Fascism tries to blame old regimes and ideologies and makes attempt direct the attention 
of the Italian nation towards other issues. Again, we should prove this statement with the Mussolini’s 
own words: “Since 1929 economic and political development have everywhere emphasized these 
truths. The importance of the State is rapidly growing. The so-called crisis can only be settled by the 
State action and within the orbit of the State” (Griffin, 1998). The idea and strategy is clear. Mussolini 


puts his argument in front of the population and proves it with the evidence which was taken from 
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near history. For example, as we see in the source the economic crisis introduced as the result of old 
regimes, or another famous evidence is consequences of World War I which were very devastating 


for the not only Italian nation but also the whole world. 


Even so, in the international sphere Mussolini’s fascist government conducted offensive foreign 
policy, the primary aim was not to expand the territory, and the aim was to regain the Italy’s’ esteem 


which mainly lost by old regimes after the World War I. 


The famous historian Richard Overy (2009) in his book “The Road to War” makes a point that in 
some cases Mussolini and other Fascist generals admit that the cost of war in the Africa is very high, 
but the value of the victory is immeasurable for the Italy. The argument is logical. In his speeches, 
Mussolini often mentions that territorial victories are not an important thing for the Italy, and he claim 
that we should make the Italy as much as powerful like ancient Roman Empire through increasing our 
influence over the world (Orvey, 2009). In order to expand their influence over the world, Mussolini’s 
Fascist government made an attempt to change current ideological thought in the world. Asvero 
Gravelli who was the one of the advocates of Fascist ideology, in his essay “Towards a Fascist 
Europe” supports imperialism and brings the point that Italy "as the new type of nation-state" should 
be the remedy for the old and wounded western ideology. “Precisely because the development of the 
process of civilization is incessant, the ideas of democracy and liberalism cannot be considered final 
destinations, as if human civilization had exhausted its capacity and potential for progress. The ideas 
of democracy and liberalism can be seen as temporary stages, but history keeps moving, entrusts the 
task of realizing progress to those ideas which are capable of interpret ending the new life, the new 
situations determined by its irresistible course” (Griffin, 2009, p. 66). Source proves that in every 
attempt Mussolini’s supporters want to impose Fascist thought or ideology to the world, mainly to the 


Europe. 


In addition, in the other primary source “Fascist Corporativism as the Key to a New International 
Order” one of the supporters of the Fascist ideology, philosopher Ugo Spirito explains why Fascism 
is interesting to replace liberal economics by a corporative system, and says: “In contrast, Fascism 
recognizes the value of the universal demand which lies at the heart of so-called ideology of the liberal 
and socialist International, and proclaims need for genuine international based on corporative 
principles” (Griffin, 2009, p. 69). If we go deeper sides of this argument, we will understand that 


most probably Mussolini’s government tried to introduce corporativism as an alternative of Soviet 
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communist thought - the concept which was also grooving very rapidly in the Europe. But, if we take 
a glance at history we will observe that Mussolini could not able to introduce corporative principles 


well, and as the result Italy could not be successful to build new international order in the Europe. 


To sum up, as it becomes clear from the context, in order to reach its upper aim which was to 
establish the imperialist country, the Fascist government designed gradual goals such as: ensuring 
militaristic atmosphere, gaining popular support, centralizing power, and gaining international 
recognition. Also, if we give the general answer the raised question which is “how far had Fascist 
government been achieved its goals by the time Italy went to war in 1940,” we should say during this 
time period, Mussolini partly achieved his goals. But of course, in the history there is no any 
completely right answer and from the general point of view if we take into consideration, at the end 
of the war Italy was on the loser side we could claim that Mussolini’s Fascist government could not 
able to fulfil its aims. Thus, answers are contradictious, and to find correct answer we need more 


investigation. 
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